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334 Letters of John Paul Jones, 1780. 

LBTTBES OP JOHN PAUL JONES, 1780. 
John Paul Jones to Robert Morris. 1 

Confidential 

L'oeient Nov. 8, 1780. 
Dear Sir, 

I had the honor to write you a line the 26, ult. by the 
Independence of Philadelphia, — Dr. Franklin has been laid 
up with the Gout so as to disenable him to write me since 
my return here. — I am in hourly expectation of Letters from 
the New Minister of the Marine respecting some Plans I 
had the honor to lay before Government in May last. — 
Comte De Maurepas has written me a very kind Letter 
approving my Ideas and I hope the new Minister being a 
Man of Publick spirit will adopt either my Project or some 
other of greater importance, whereby I may more effectually 
serve the American Flag and our Common Cause. — We are 
taking in the Lower Masts of the Ariel, and that little ship 
will soon be again ready for Sea — We understand Captain 
Barry is appointed to command the Alliance, and my 
Friends here tell me the new 74 Gun Ship, called the 
America, at Portsmouth will be reserved for me. — If Con- 
gress think me worthy of the honor of Commanding the 
first Ship of the Line in the Service, I shall be deeply and 
most gratefully impressed with a sense of that confidence, 
and do my Best to merit it. — By Letters from Boston it 
seems Captain Landais and the officers quarreled on the 
Passage, and they took from him the Command and carried 
him to Boston a Prisoner ! If Congress sit still and suffer 
this to pass without inflicting a most exemplary punish- 
ment, there will be an end to all order, and no good officer 
will risque his reputation in the service. — "We are told a 
Court of inquiry was ordered to be held on the officers : — 
But who are the Men authorized to sit on that Court ? — 
I have seen such Courts chiefly composed of mere sailors & 
Fishermen. — I have been present where the President of a 

1 Etting Collection of The Historical Society of Pennsylvania. 
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Court Martial was so ignorant as to be unable to Read the 
Oath he attempted to administer to the Members without 
spelling and making Blunders ! — A general reform is indis- 
pensible in the Navy. The great Mass of the officers were 
never intended by Nature to fill such important Places ; and 
what I have said from the beginning has proved true : — 
They cannot support their rank either with honor to them- 
selves or their Country. — Our Navy has not only been put 
into Bad hands, but it has been unwisely employed. It has 
served to enrich a few ignorant individuals, and has done 
almost nothing for our Cause. T£ my feeble voice is heard 
when I return to Philadelphia our Navy matters will assume 
better Pace. The formation of the American Navy is an 
Object of the highest importance, and can never be effected 
by Men who are ignorant of the Business. — It is not the 
first time that attempts have been made to confine the Cap- 
tain of a Continental Ship and usurp the Command. — They 
pretend Captain Landais was Mad : — But if that be true, I 
say, he did not become Mad on the Passage between Prance 
and Boston. If he was formerly Mad, which is perhaps the 
fairest way to account for his Conduct while under my 
Command; How will these officers and Mr. Lee at their 
Head, justify their having been in Mutiny to replace him in 
the command of the Alliance a few Days before that Frigate 
sailed from Prance for America ? These Acts are New in 
the World, and are too glaring to be hush'd up. 

I am ever with the highest Esteem and Respect 
Dear Sir your most obliged 

and most humble servant 

Jno P. Jones. 

The Honobable Robebt Mobbis Esq*. 

John Paul Jones to the Honorable Wm. Carmichael. 1 

L'oeient, August 22 d 1780. 
I received my Dear Friend, your welcome Letter of the 
17 th ult, that came inclosed to Ross. — It is doubly welcome 
1 The Dreer Collection of The Historical Society of Pennsylvania. 
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to me, because when you wrote it you had a right to sup- 
pose me to he rather disgusted at the extraordinary events 
that had taken place here. — I can assure you however that 
meeting with little difficulties by the "Way, will never be 
able to make me forsake the Road of Honor and publick 
Virtue. — I wish to prove myself no Mock Patriot ; and per- 
haps Fortune could not favor me more than by such oppor- 
tunities as I have lately met with. An honest man has re- 
courses within him, that knaves are strangers to. — But I have 
indeed little reason to complain, and many reasons to be 
satisfied. I have attained the particular esteem and attach- 
ment of the first and best Characters of this Kingdom — 
Friendships the most precious that will be mine through 
Life, — Within these few Days I have received from his 
Majesty a Sword that is superbe indeed, with this Inscription 
on the Blade " Vindicati Maris, Ludovicus XVI Remu- 
nerator Strenuo Vindici." Such a present from such a 
Prince would do Honor to the greatest Admiral in History. — 
It is the first Sword, except the Common kind, that his Maj- 
esty has bestowed. — I have received at the same time the 
strongest and kindest Letter that can be imagined from the 
Minister, in his Majesties Name, expressing his entire appro- 
bation of my Conduct, with his particular personal esteem. — 
This Letter is accompanied with two others : The one, the 
strongest Letter of Recommendation in my favor that is pos- 
ible to the President of Congress ; the other to the Chev r de 
La Luzerne, containing the Cross and Institution of Military 
Merit, that his Majesty destines for me, and orders his Minis- 
ter to invest me with after asking and obtaining the per- 
mission of Congress on my arrival in America. — This last is 
an honor that has never before been offered to any Man who 
had not actually served either in the Navy or Army of 
France. — I have been to Blame in not writing to you since 
I was honored with your favor from Cadiz — But I was 
waiting to have got previous possession of your Packet by 
M. Gerarde — It had not come to hand when I took an un- 
intended Journey from hence to Paris in April ; and I made 



Letters of John Paul Jones, 1780. 337 

my ineffectual applications to Gerard — who said he had sent 
the Packet to Grand, and Grand constantly affirmed he had 
never received it. — Since that time till this moment I have 
been on the Wing, and constantly thought my departure 
near. Besides, I fully expected to hear from you in con- 
sequence of my Letter to you of March 4th. But as you 
take no notice of that Letter, I am in doubt whether you 
have received it, and therefore now enclose a Copy. — There 
is I understand a Board of Admiralty at last appointed.- — 
This ought to have been done long ago and a general reform 
should have been made, but as we have now lost, I may say, 
all our Navy, the Board will certainly know whom they 
employ in future. — The affair of Charlestown is too Bad, in 
any light in which I have yet heard of its being placed. — 
I mean with respect to the defence by Sea : — As to the de- 
fence by Land, or the "Wisdom or Folly of suffering the 
Troops to be Cooped up in the Town, I shall not pretend to 
Judge. 364 must 406, 868, that 14 has done 514 harm at 
820 by forcing a Correspondence with 819 in which he has 
ungratefully asserted that 298 has broken her 28 with 32 



He has now gone to 354 as he says to do good; but as I 
fear to attempt farther Mischief: — For he told myself in 
May that if the 28 was not soon finished Mr Jay would find 
himself disappointed — it would be too late. — I need not 
recommend to you the utmost exertion to prevent the 
farther success of that Wicked and Conceited Upstart. — K 
742 would now declare for 32 the Cabal would fall to 
nothing and those tools of the 244 would be immediately 
sent to the Devil. I am now nearly on the point of leaving 
Europe. On my arrival in America I will endeavour to 
state the behaviour of that Fellow in a true light so as to 
prevent his doing the States farther Mischief — Every good 
Citizen must resent his abuse of publick confidence. — "Write 
me my Friend to Philadelphia. — Tell me freely and openly 
how I can be useful to the Glorious Cause in which I 
vol. xxix. — 22 
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embarked at the beginning; but, being an officer, I must be 
allowed to keep clear of Party or Cabal. — At the same time 
when I see Upstarts making a misuse of the powers and 
publick confidence with which they are wrongly entrusted, 
I cannot pass over their perfidy in silence. — Present my best 
respects to M r & M rs Jay. — From the Amiable Character I 
have had of that Lady I have a great ambition to be ranked 
among the number of her Friends. — I cannot conclude this 
Letter without expressing my earnest wish to hear of your 
being on terms of confidential Friendship with Bancroft. — 
You know his great abilities and I am much mistaken if he 
has not a great and good Heart. — There is no Man alto- 
gether perfect. — you must consider that he has been neg- 
lected by Congress. — If therefore he thinks his friends in 
that great Council have not supported him as he expected, 
I would not, in your place, be too nice in insisting on having 
done as much as was possible. — In the present Moment he 
appears to give up all Idea of publick employment. — I love 
you both, and would have you as formerly, to continue 
Friends. — I am ever with the most affectionate regard My 
dear Sir 

Your faithful Friend 

and most humble servant 

Jno. P. Jones. 
The Hon. blb 

William Carmichael &c. Madrid. 



